No. 23. " FIRST ANTHRACITE DISTRICT '33

When these mines were opened, the robbing of pillars was one of
the important considerations, and with this in. view a system of
mining was adopted which has been strictly adhered to. An engineer
-was kept at the mines, to put up all chamber lines, and see to it
that they were driven accordingly.

All chamber roads, gobs and props, conform strictly with the en-
gineer’s lines, the road being on one side, and the general success
attending the mining at this colliery, is the best evulon(e of the
successful methods there in vogue.

While the robbing of pillars is such an important part of the
work at these mines, it can be said that not a single accident can be
attributed to it.

Clifford Colliery.—The ventilation is, and has been undergmng
a. thorough overhdulmg, and will soon be in a satisfactory condi-
tion. -

Glenwood.—The ventilation is in fair condition; they are robbing
pillars in a thick vein, and on this account it is very difficult to
maintain systematic ventilation, but the employes do not suffer in
any way for the want of air.

TEMPLE IRON COMPANY

Lackawanna.—The chambers of this mine are well ventilated,
and have been very much improved lately. A new shaft is being
sunk, which will improve their haulage and do away with using the
mnain haulages as return which, under present conditions, would be
_impossible.

Northwest.—The ventilation is fair; they are robbing pillars in a
thick vein, but the men appegr to have a full and adequate supply
of air.

NORTH END COAL COMPANY

North End.—This mine has been under development, and is not
sufficiently far advanced to be considered.

Improvements
SCRANTON COAL COMPANY

At the Johnson colliery a 30 foot Guibal fan has been installed
as an alternate to the present fan now in use, which fully meets the
requirements of this gaseous colliery.

The engine room and fan drift are built of sutmtanhal masonry,
and the arrangement of operating the doors that turn the air cuor-
rents to either fan, is very effective and complete.

At Raymond Shaft a 250 horse power locomotive boiler haq been
set up in addition to the present equipment. This will do. away
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